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FIEST INDEPENDENCE.

THE youngster who had been carried so far on
horseback from the wilds of Kentucky was between
seven and eight years old when the family reached
Lebanon. At first he was instructed at home, and
so carefully that he was soon advanced far beyond
the usual attainments of children of his age. His
brother-in-law, the clergyman, took a lively interest
in him, and the mother was constant in her devotion
to her youngest child.

The town of Lebanon was then a thriving village
in the centre of a rich farming country. It was the
centre of trade and of education and talent, and a
point from which emanated a considerable influence.
A number of Ohio's early distinguished citizens were
then there. Some of them were children, and some
had already attained to distinction. Judge McLean
of the Supreme Bench, Governor Thomas Corwin
afterwards Secretary of the Treasury and a dis-
tinguished orator, Governor Morrow, were either
immersed in the active pursuits of life or giving
promise of a distinguished career in the future.

The oldest brother, who had received a classical
education in Virginia before the removal of the
family to Kentucky, opened a school. The boy was
placed under his tuition and set to studying Latin
and Greek and arithmetic.conquests, and
